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hostages; and declaring himself a vassal of Ta-slii, accompanied the latter as far as the boundary of his realm.
Thereupon Ta-shi, proceeding farther to the west, vanquished all enemies he met on his road, maintaining peace with those who surrendered voluntarily. Thus the army advanced 10,000 li, overthrowing kingdoms and taking innumerable camels, horses, cattle, sheep, and goods. The power of Ta-sln's arms increased from day to day, and also the valour of the soldiers. When he arrived at Sun-sz-kan,55* he met the united army of all the western kingdoms, numbering 100,000 men, and commanded by the Hu-rh-shan.55* The two armies were fronting one another at a distance of two li apart, when Ta-shi addressed his troops in the following terms: " We see before us a numerous host, but it wants an able commander. When they are attacked in front, the rear will fail to come to the rescue, and there can be no doubt our army will gain the victory."
After this he formed his troops in three divisions, ordering the princes Siao Wa-li-la, Ye-lu Sung shan, and others, at the head of 2500 men, to attack the right flank of the enemy, whilst the princes Siao IJa-a-bu and Ye-lu Mu-sie received orders to lead 2500 men against the left flank, and Ta-shi himself with the main body of the army, assaulted the centre. These three divisions rushed at the same time upon the Hu-rh-shan, whose army was completely defeated, and to an extent of ten li the ground was covered with dead bodies. Ta-shi with his army rested in Siin-sz'-kan ninety days. The king of the 3m hui (Mohammedans) came to offer his submission and brought products of his country as tribute. After this
588 Samarkand.    See note 195.
BM JUu-rh-shan has some resemblance in sound with Khorazm Shah. Kutb-eddin Molw,mmedt 1097-1127, first assumed the title of Kliorazm Shah He was a vassal of the Soldjuks, who at that time reigned in Trannoxiana and Ferghana. The Mohammedan historians, however, do not record a battle at Samarkand between the Kara Khitai and Khovarezm Shah or the Seldjuks ; but they mention aboxit fifteen years later a great defeat of the Seldjuk Sultan Sangiar of Khorasan by the Gurkhan of Kara Khitai. See note 587.